Bath Road Reservoir Campaign
I was very happy to see the article published on 23/7/08 about the campaign to convince Thames Water to reconsider its plans to develop the Bath Road Reservoir.  As residents in the local area are aware Thames Water has not only ignored the views expressed by local people but have also ignored the Reading Borough Council’s Planning Brief of 1997.  The campaign (www.savethebathroadreservoir.co.uk) has not only the virtual unanimous support of local  people but has also been supported by councillors across the political spectrum.  Councillors Terry Byrne (conservative), Paul Gittings (Labour), Deborah Watson (Labour) have all been active & of course Martin Salter our local Member of Parliament has been in its forefront.  There is a petition with well over a thousand signatures & individuals even ran in the Reading marathon dressed as badgers to show their support. 

What then of Thames Water?  My own experience of writing to them on four occasions requesting information has been both frustrating & disappointing.  The responses were evasive & though polite were completely unhelpful.  Their ‘public consultation’ was widely regarded as being farcical by those involved.

They appear to be intransigent in their position & appear unwilling to make any meaningful compromises despite their claims of ‘placing the environment & community at the heart of everything we do’.  

A ‘green field’ site up until the privatization of water when it was designated as ‘brown field’ it is rather unique in being part of the ‘green lung’ along the railway.  The RG1 area of Reading is already recognised as being deficient in open & green space, yet there is a danger this area will be lost.

So what is the value of local democracy if the local population, their elected representatives & the guidelines set out by Reading Borough Council can be ignored by an Australian venture capitalist company -Thames Water – who recently announced profits of over 590 million pounds? 
A resident who cares about local democracy, environmental issues & sensible planning decisions.

